
Inspiring Excellence   •   Instilling Wisdom

Prospectus 2020





1 Welcome to Westwood International School

2 Why choose us?

3 An education with us

4 A typical school week 

5 Outside the classroom: Sports and Afternoon Activities

6 Student Support Services 

7 Admissions

8 Top 10 Destinations after Westwood International School

9 Living in Gaborone

TABLE OF CONTENTS





Westwood International School provides a quality international 
education that enables students to meet future challenges as 
confident, socially responsible, life-long learners.

Dear Reader,

Welcome to our wonderful school!
Our Mission Statement forms the core of all teaching and learning at Westwood 
International School (WIS), an International Baccalaureate (IB) World Continuum 
School revolving around the Primary Years Programmme, Years Reception – 6, the 
Middle Years Programmme, Years 7 – 11, and the Diploma Programmme, Years 12 
and 13.

WIS has been operating since May 1988, and is an International Baccalaureate (IB) 
World School of 598 students, which draws on both local and global perspectives 
and emphasises the need for a sustainable world. The IB curricular programme 
centres on Enquiry and Concept-Based Learning, Attitudes, Trans-disciplinary 
Skills, the Learner Profile and Action Based Learning.

WIS is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges 
(NEASC), the Council of International Schools (CIS), and the International 
Baccalaureate (IB), all of whom recently re-accredited WIS for the next five years. 
Regionally WIS are accredited by the Association of International Schools in Africa 
(AISA), and the Conference of Heads of Private Schools Botswana (C.H.O.P.S).

WIS currently has children from 39 countries, with approximately 55% Batswana. 
The school hires well-qualified, diverse and professional staff from Botswana and 
from around the world.

We are proud of the education provided at WIS, whether in the classroom, on the 
stage, on the sports field, or when serving others. Our students also experience 
the excitement of discovering that, working both as team members, as well as 
independently, they are capable of achieving far more than they ever thought 
possible.

Combining challenging and enriching experiential experiences with academic rigour 
and creative opportunities, an education at WIS revolves around high expectations 
of our students – and our students, striving as they are to reach their potential, have 
high expectations of themselves.

It is a pleasure to work together with the 
entire WIS community as we create an 
environment of enriched teaching and 
learning and true development for all our 
students.
 
Yours sincerely,

Robert Jones
Head of School



VISION  Inspiring Excellence  •  Instilling Wisdom

MISSION WIS provides a quality international education that enables students to meet future challenges as   
   confident, socially responsible, life-long learners.

   As an IB World School, Westwood International School fully supports the Mission of the IB:

IB MISSION 
STATEMENT

The IB aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better 
and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. 

To this end the organisation works with schools, governments and international organisations to 
develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and 
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

WHY CHOOSE WESTWOOD 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL?

WIS has established itself as one 
of Botswana’s best schools, with a 
reputation for inspiring students and 
making learning enjoyable – while at 
the same time preparing students for 
international universities. 

We are an inclusive school that seeks 
to challenge each student each day. It 
is our hope that our students also learn 
that through effort, hard work, and with 
a focus on their learning goals, they are 
able to succeed in our school.

We have a wide variety of sports 
teams, an extensive extra-curricular 
programme, as well as sports victories, 
musical and theatre productions, and an 
outstanding IB DP Art Exhibition each 
year!

At WIS, you can be yourself, discover 
your strengths and broaden your 
horizons. With our guidance, your hard 
work and determination will pay off.

The IB journey is one that teaches 
students much more than just the 
subjects that they study. In a safe and 
nurturing environment, our students 
learn about themselves, how to manage 
time, how to juggle competing priorities, 
how to face challenges head on, how 
to collaborative with others, and how to 
persevere to find success.

WIS provides a balanced programme 
with a focus on the Arts, Sports, 
Service and creating and supporting a 
Sustainable Future.

Our teachers are committed to learning, 
developing the passions and talents of 
each student, and to their love of the 
subjects they teach. Our teachers seek 
to bring wonder and curiosity to our 
students through an inquiry model of 
teaching and learning. 



AN EDUCATION 
AT WESTWOOD 
INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL 
WIS offers a 3 high - quality IB 
Programmes, which:

• Focus on learners 
through a student-centred 
approach that promotes 
healthy relationships, 
ethical responsibility and 
personal challenge

• Develop effective 
approaches to teaching 
and learning by helping 
students to develop the 
attitudes and skills they 
need for both academic 
and personal success

• Work within global 
contexts through 
increased understanding 
of languages and cultures, 
and exploring globally 
significant ideas and issues

• Explore significant content 
by offering a curriculum 
that is broad and 
balanced, conceptual and 
connected.

Informed by values described in the 
IB Learner Profile, WIS students strive 
to become inquirers, knowledgeable, 
thinkers, communicators, principled, 
open-minded, caring, risk-takers, 
balanced, and reflective.
 
These attributes represent a broad 
range of human capacities and 
responsibilities that go beyond 
intellectual development and academic 
success.



The IB Primary Years Programme – PYP,  is a transdisciplinary, 
inquiry-based and student-centred education with responsible 
action at its core. Through the PYP, students experience 
learning that is engaging, significant, challenging and relevant 
as it spans between, across and beyond traditional subject 
boundaries.

In response to the challenges and opportunities found in 
our rapidly changing world, a future-focused and enhanced 
PYP framework has evolved which emphasizes the central 
principle of Agency, underlining that everyone connected to 
the school community has a voice, choice and ownership to 
impact learning and teaching.

The most significant and distinctive feature of the PYP is 
the six transdisciplinary themes. These themes focus on 
issues that have meaning for and are important to all of us. 
The programme offers a balance between learning about or 
through the subject areas, and learning beyond them.

PYP SUBJECTS AT GLANCE

The IB Middle Years Programme - MYP is designed for 
students aged 11 to 16 years; at WIS this is from Years 7-11. 
It provides a framework of learning that encourages students 
to become creative, critical and reflective thinkers. 

The MYP emphasises intellectual challenge, encouraging 
students to make connections between their studies 
in traditional subjects and the real world. It fosters the 
development of skills for communication, intercultural 
understanding and global engagement—essential qualities for 
young people who are becoming global leaders. 

It builds upon the knowledge, skills and attitudes developed 
in the IB PYP, and prepares students to meet the academic 
challenges of the IB Diploma Programme – DP, and the IB 
Career-related Programme - CP. 

MYP SUBJECTS AT GLANCE

The MYP:
• Follows a wholistical approach to students’ intellectual, 

social, emotional and physical well-being
• Provides students opportunities to develop the knowledge, 

attitudes and skills they need in order to manage complexity 
and take responsible action for the future

• Ensures breadth and depth of understanding through study 
in eight subject groups

• Requires the study of at least two languages (language of 
instruction and additional language of choice) to support 
students in understanding their own cultures and those of 
others

• Empowers students to participate in service within the 
community

• Helps to prepare students for further education, the 
workplace and a lifetime of learning.



The IB Diploma Programme – DP is a 2 year pre-university 
course open to students between the ages of 16 to 19 
years; leading either to the IB Diploma or to separate subject 
courses, depending on the student’s plans for further 
education.

WIS has offered the IB Diploma since 2002,  because we 
recognise the need  to offer our students a diploma which 
would provides them with options to enter any international 
university of their choice.

The, IB Diploma enjoys widespread recognition and credibility. 
The programme offers an opportunity for students to follow a 
rigorous course of study spanning studies in literature (English 
or mother tongue), science, mathematics, humanities, 
language and the arts. 

It is externally examined and recognised by universities 
worldwide. Achieving the Diploma will not secure automatic 
admission to any university, but it does mean that a student 
with an IB Diploma will receive the same consideration for 
admission as a student holding the national qualification of 
that country. Some universities offer second year standing 
to holders of the IB Diploma or give university credit for 
satisfactory passes in individual courses.

The IB Diploma Programme can be offered only in schools 
and colleges which have been assessed and approved by 
the IB Executive Committee known as IB World Schools. At 
WIS teachers are qualified in their subject areas and undergo 
regular professional development both within the institution as 
well as through the IBO and other educational organisations.
Students starting the programme in January write their 
examinations in November of their second year and 
those starting the programme in May/June write their final 
examinations in May of their second year.

DP SUBJECTS AT GLANCE

A TYPICAL WEEK AT WESTWOOD
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Once you join us as a student, you can look forward to a packed and exciting timetable of lessons, activities, sports and 
socialising.

Life at WIS is fun and busy. We study for three terms in the year – January to April, May to August, September to December – 
with a few days holiday in the middle of each term for rest and other activities!

Lessons at WIS usually come in 45-minute periods in the PYP and 55-minute periods in the MYP and DP.
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As well as classroom time, your weekly 
timetable at WIS will be made up of:

REGISTRATION

Homeroom Teacher takes care of 
academic and pastoral issues. He 
or she will also tell you about up-
and coming events or successes 
to be celebrated.

ASSEMBLIES

The Assemblies are held fortnightly 
in both Upper and Lower Primary 
School and Secondary School – 
MYP and DP. These assemblies 
are entirely led by the students 
and display a glimpse of learning 
activities that happen in the 
classrooms across all disciplines 
and year groups. 

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH 
EDUCATION

In the PYP, this includes: athletics, 
gymnastics, dance fitness, 
fundamental skills, football games, 
hitting sports, throwing sports and 
swimming.
 
Students discover the capabilities 
of their bodies by being exposed 
to a number of situations, which 
develop motor skills that may later 
be applied to various sports. 

Students learn about a healthy, 
active lifestyle and the way 
exercise affects their bodies and 
overall well-being, as well as 
compete against other CHOPS 
and ISSSA schools, in both PYP 
and MYP.





WIS isn’t just about lessons – we also organise a range of 
stimulating trips, activities and social events throughout the 
year.

Optional outings that complement the academic curriculum 
are often arranged for students, including:

• Annual WIS Birthday Bash
• Concerts and school productions 
• Visits to sites in Gaborone and other cities in Botswana
• Sports matches against other schools nationwide
• International school trip to Magaliesburg for Year 6s
• Local arts and choir festivals

Students are encouraged to take part in the rich cultural life 
of WIS, which gives them the opportunity to engage with the 
whole WIS Community, in a variety of real-life contexts - from 
sporting events to art festivals, there is always something 
happening!

Sports and Afternoon Activities
Throughout the year, WIS runs a number of extracurricular 
activities to choose from:

Archery 
Taekwondo 
Karate
Violin Lessons
WIS Dance Club
Monkeynastix
Arts & Crafts
Chess
Mindfulness Club
Mobymax
Orchestra
Kids Yoga 
Fencing 
Cultural Exchange Buddies
Red Cross Club
Robotics

OUTSIDE THE CLASS ROOM





STUDENT SUPPORT 
SERVICES
The Student Support Services Team is integrated in the 
life of the school.  The primary focus of the SSS team is to 
provide services for students who demonstrate need for 
additional support for learning, or who are experiencing 
difficulties that affect their physical, social or emotional well-
being and impact on their functioning or engagement with 
school life.  

Support is aimed towards helping students to reach their full 
potential whilst being included fully in the school community.   

The team also supports and follows the progress of students 
as they transition from one level of the school to the next.

The Student Support Services Coordinator, together with 
the counselors and Principals, supports all members of 
the Student Support Services Team, ensuring that student 
support needs are looked at holistically, via a collaborative, 
team approach.   The Student Services Team work together 
to ensure:

• Support Services practice is consistent with the 
School Mission Statement, the Principles of Teaching 
and Learning and IB philosophy/pedagogy;

• Effective collaboration between the different areas of 
Student Support exists and that the team collaborates 
to ensure meets regularly to discuss students needs 
are met and the plan best options for support are in 
place and yielding positive results;

• That team members work collaboratively with class 
and subject teachers to identify strategies for them to 
effectively provide support to students with specific 
needs within their classrooms – to ensure that the 
focus of student support is to help students to better 
access the curriculum within the classroom with 
reduced emphasis on withdrawal;

• That collaboration with parents takes place, to gather 
important information and insights, in order to plan 
appropriate support and/or develop individual learning 
plans;

• That a student-centred approach to student support 
is maintained – that is flexible, dynamic and involves 
students in their own assessments and in setting their 
own targets; and 

LEARNING SUPPORT
WIS is committed to providing a learning environment that 
allows every learner to feel accepted, valued and supported.  
We believe that all our students:

• can learn
• have individual abilities and needs
• learn in different ways at different rates

Specialists in this area provide support to assist students 
with mild/moderate learning difficulties to successfully 
access the curriculum within the classroom.  

This is achieved through collaborative planning and 
support for class and subject teachers, to enable them 
to meet differing student needs through differentiation, 
flexible approaches, modified outcomes and/or additional 
resources, as appropriate.   

COUNSELLING & 
PASTORAL CARE
The school provides a comprehensive counselling service 
catering for students’ emotional, social, behavioural, 
educational, and career guidance needs.  These services 
are provided by two full-time counsellors plus a teacher/
counsellor who offers counselling part-time. 

There is a school-wide focus on Social and Emotional 
Learning (SEL). In Primary weekly timetabled SEL lessons 
are provided collaboratively by the teacher and the Primary 
Counselor.  SEL is concerned with the development of the 
individual with regard to feelings, beliefs, behaviours and 
choices, and helps students to examine how these can 
influence their present and future lives.  

By providing for a comprehensive, school-wide focus 
on SEL WIS has asserted its belief in a broad definition 
of intelligence - to include social & emotional skills and 
competence.



EAL SUPPORT
English as an Additional Language is the 
linguistic term used to describe a situation 
where English is the language of instruction 
and speakers of other languages have to 
learn English in order to study the academic 
programmes offered in that school.

At WIS, the EAL Programme has been 
designed to meet the needs of students 
who speak a language other than English 
and it focuses on the academic language 
needed for learners to access the 
mainstream curriculum as well as language 
for basic interpersonal communication. 

The purpose of the EAL classes is to 
develop language competencies, learning 
strategies and cognitive skills necessary for 
success in the child’s mainstream class. 

EAL specialists provide both in-class 
and small group withdrawal support, as 
appropriate.  The EAL teacher/s works 
closely with class teachers to ensure that 
support provided is relevant and directed 
towards helping EAL students to access the 
curriculum within the classroom.  In MYP, 
language acquisition classes are organised 
from Year 7-9 as part of the MYP Language 
Acquisition programme and individual 
support provided to Secondary students 
across the grades, as appropriate.

HEALTH SUPPORT
The school employs a full-time Registered 
Nurse to provide first aid and emergency 
treatment for students who become ill 
or who are injured during the course of 
the school day.  The school engages 
paramedical services in the event of any 
serious illness or injury.  

In the event that the School Nurse is absent 
from school, the school engages a fully 
registered Agency Nurse to provide cover.  

The school has a designated First Aid room 
that is located next to in the administration 
block, close to the front of the school, 
allowing easy access for parents or 
paramedical services. 



All students who apply for admission to WIS must demonstrate 
through entrance assessments and/or previous school records 
that they can benefit from the educational programmes offered. 
WIS may contact an applicant’s previous school should further 
information be necessary in order to process admission.

In addition to meeting admission criteria in relation to suitability 
to benefit from the academic programmes offered, students 
must meet the English language requirements for the year level 
into which admission is sought.  Where English is an additional 
language (EAL), the school must be sure that the student will be 
able, through available EAL support, to access the curriculum.
 
Where students have existing special needs, it is the 
responsibility of the parents/guardians to fully disclose the nature 
and extent of these needs at the time of admission, and to 
provide all relevant documentary evidence.  

The school reserves the right to determine, prior to admission, 
whether a student’s need for additional support can be met by 
available Student Support Services programmes.  Where the 
school determines that it is not in a position to offer the required 
level or nature of support, admission will not be offered.  

Conditional Placement may be offered in circumstances where 
the school deems this necessary.  In such instances, regular, 
periodic reviews will be held to reassess the student’s admission 
status.

Where a student has been admitted to the school with an 
identified need for additional support – learning support, EAL 
support or guidance support – additional fees may be charged 
to the parent/guardian.

To seek admission to Westwood International School parents 
need to complete and provide for each child: 

1. An application for Admission Form. An online portal is 
also available through OpenApply – https://westwoodis.
openapply.com/, with full disclosure of all behaviour and 
difficulties

2. At least two recent school reports (translated into English 
where appropriate) 

3. A copy of the applicant’s birth certificate 
4. One current passport-sized photograph 
5. Evidence of good financial standing from the previous 

school 

ADMISSIONS



6. Any Supporting documents such as psychological, OT 
and speech reports

7. Spend 1 day at school for a thorough social, emotional 
and academic assessment

Additional Requirements for 
Secondary School Admission:

A student wishing to enroll in the secondary school must meet 
the following additional requirements:

1. Successful completion of the preceding year or its 
equivalent in another recognised educational institution 

2. A general fit within the recognised age-group for the 
intended year of study (see table); 

3. A previous school record free from behavioural or 
discipline problems; and

4. Where a student has English as a second language, 
enrolment will be dependent on their ability to access the 
curriculum, with reasonable EAL support.

Where any of the above requirements are not fully met, the 
school may, at the Head of School’s discretion, admit a student 

on a conditional placement, subject to review as outlined above.

Admission to the IB DP is subject to previous examination results 
and/or school reports, as well as admission criteria as stipulated 
by the IB.   A separate admissions application and interview 
with the DP Coordinator are also required which includes a 
student statement as to why they wish to pursue the IB Diploma 
Programme.

A student who has received schooling equivalent to the highest 
year at WIS from another educational institution is not eligible 
for admission to WIS.  A WIS student who has completed two 
years in the IB DP may enroll for a further, final year in order to 
complete graduation requirements.  Students may also apply to 
transfer from an IB Programme at another school.

By applying for a place at WIS, parents authorise the school’s 
Admissions Office to contact the applicant’s previous schools to 
clarify questions relating to academic achievement, behaviour 
and special needs, and to confirm that the applicant was in good 
financial standing at the time of departure.



AGE APPROPRIATENESS 
INFORMATION
The school year runs from January to December.  Student 
placement in Year levels is based on the age of the student on 
August 1st of the preceding year.  This means, for example, 
that students commencing in Reception would be at least 4 
years and 5 months as they begin school.

 Age by August 
1st of the 

preceding year

Designation

Primary School 5 Reception

6 Year 1

7 Year 2

8 Year 3

9 Year 4

10 Year 5

11 Year 6

Secondary 
School

12 Year 7 -  MYP 1

13 Year 8  - MYP 2

14 Year 9  - MYP 3

15 Year 10  - MYP 4

16 Year 11  - MYP 5

17 Year 12 - DP1

18 Year 13 - DP2



TOP 10 DESTINATIONS 
AFTER WESTWOOD 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY NAME LOCATION
University of British Columbia Canada
Mcgill University Canada
Rhodes University South Africa
Monash University South Africa
St. George’s University Grenada
University of Newcastle United Kingdom
Swansea University Wales
University of Toronto Canada
University of Cape Town South Africa
Laurentian University Canada



LIVING IN 
GABORONE
Gaborone, (pronounced ha-bu-ro-neh 
with an ‘h’ that sounds like you are 
clearing your throat) is a relatively small, 
rapidly growing cosmopolitan city, with 
a population of about 200,000 people. 
The city has a vibrant city centre with 
many shopping opportunities, and ever 
improving services.

English is the official language of 
Botswana, although the local language 
is Setswana.  At this stage, most 
people speak English, including grocery 
store clerks and household help, so it 
is somewhat unusual to come across 
someone in Gaborone who is difficult 
to communicate with in terms of 
language.  Additionally, one hears many 
other languages, African and otherwise, 
being spoken, which is fun and makes 
Gaborone feel very cosmopolitan.

In terms of grocery shopping and 
product availability, there are a number of 
malls with South African-based grocery 
stores, like Woolworths, Pick’n’Pay, 
Payless, Checkers, OK, Spar, and 
SuperSpar. Choppies is a locally owned 
chain with shops that are springing up 
all over Gaborone, as well as the rest of 
Botswana.

Cultural, social, outdoor 
Gaborone and the surrounding areas offer much to do in the 
way of cultural, social, and outdoor activities.  There are four 
multi-screen cinemas, located at Game City, Riverwalk, Masa 
Centre and Acacia Mall.

Various restaurants and tea gardens are also available, including 
several South African franchises, which offer a range of 
international and ethnic food choices.

Wildlife Viewing 
Mokolodi Nature Reserve, south of Gaborone, offers the 
opportunity to view game - either self driving or guidede by the 
Reserve.  One can also camp or stay in self-catering chalets 
within the reserve.

An added attraction to Botswana in general, is the number of 
wonderful places one can visit to enjoy the wildlife. There is the 
Khutse Game Reserve in the Central Kgalagadi Game Reserve 
- CKGR, the Tuli Block in the east, Makgadikgadi Salth Pans, 
Chobe National Park in the north, the Okavango Delta in the 
northwest, and numerous other sites to visit.

Accommodations range from simple camping all the way to 
luxury tented resorts, depending on where you are going, 
whether you are going with children, and what you want to 
spend.  Many places have booking available online or through 
various travel agents.

Meeting people, social clubs and gyms
One can stay busy with many other activities, including sports, 
art classes, and social clubs.

Athletic activities are easy to access, including golf, tennis, 
swimming or working out at the local gyms, like Virgin Active, 
Jack’s Gym, and Energym. Some have personal trainers (if you 
need someone to get you or keep you on your programme). 



Healthcare in Gaborone
Medical facilities in Gaborone are good, 
with information on the clinics, hospitals 
and treatments widely available. Private 
health insurance is available and ensures 
an international standard of care. It does, 
however, involve higher costs.

Additionally, there are several different 
local hospitals with many services, 
including Gaborone Private Hospital and 
Bokamoso Private Hospital.

Transportation in Gaborone
The city and the rest of the country are 
well-connected by road, making it easy 
to travel between places. Visitors are 
advised to apply for a Botswana driving 
license, since most international permits 
are valid for only 90 days. Walking is 
the only method of transport in the city 
center, since the Main Mall is car-free. 
Outside of the city centre, kombis (small 
van taxis) are another common mode of 
transport across the city, with taxis also 
available on most routes.

Safety and Security
Gaborone is a faily safe city, though it is 
advisable to make use of private safes 
inside housing and avoid carrying large 
amounts of valuables at one time. Taxis 
are generally safe but some expatriates 
prefer to use private drivers to reduce 
any potential risk.
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